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13TH Annual I r ish Stew Cook-Off  
Thursday, March 15th  5-7 pm  

 Valley Center Community Hall 
 

There is still time to enter the Irish 
Stew Cook-Off.  There are three entry 
categories: Service Clubs, Business 
and Individuals. Prizes will also be 
given for the Best Bribe and Best 
Decorated Table. Irish Stew is judged 
by last year's winners of their 
category and are rarely Irish and 
always on the take for bribes.  
 
The Rules: 
 l. Bring two large Crock Pots of 
prepared Irish Stew. 
2. Decorate your table in an Irish 
theme. Bring an extension cord and 
set up at 4:30 p.m. at the Community 
Hall. 
3. Our Judges are prone to accepting 
bribes. (Confidentially, they expect 
them) Be creative and have fun with 
the bribes. Imagination goes along 
with the bribes. 
4. Submit the entry fee of $5.00 made 
payable to the Val ley Center 
Chamber of Commerce along with an 
application form. 
5. Applications can be delivered to 
the office at 27818 Valley Center 
Road upstairs.  Just call the office at 
749-8472 to make arrangements or 
fax to 742-0294. 
6. Application deadline March 12th. 
  
For more information contact Event  
Coordinators: Kathleen Patton  
497-7007 or Brenda Kline 207-5624. 
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Many of us tend to shrug off the Business Card, even though this 
seven square inch piece of paper real estate is still one of the most 
powerful business tools we possess.  Why? 
 
1.   The business card is easy to access.  There’s no waiting for the 

laptop, PDA, or email – “here’s my card”  is accomplished in a 
fast, low tech, 2 seconds. 

2.   The business card is usually kept around.  It must be human 
nature that we tend to keep all the business cards we 
accumulate, while we easily trash all the colorful magazines, 
pamphlets and brochures.  Since we just never know when we 
will need a dog sitting service or a CPA, the cards stay around, 
period. 

3.   The business card is the cheapest advertising tool around.  It 
only cost pennies per card and it gives the recipient everything 
they need to know to contact you – especially the phone 
number! 

 
One of the main reasons small businesses don’ t have business 
cards is the fear of design.  People are afraid the cards will look 
amateur unless they spend a lot of money to have them designed by 
professional graphic artists.  Nothing could be further from the 
truth.  
 
I knew of a handyman who printed his name and phone number (no 
logo) on Day-Glo orange cards.  Needless to say, everyone could 
find his card in a hurry and he was quickly associated with “ that 
guy who has the orange cards” .  Talk about inexpensive brand 
marketing! 
 
Besides having your phone number displayed in a large print size, 
another simple way for people to know your business is to simply 
state what you do.  Landscaping, Chiropractor, Electrician, Realtor, 
Gifts, etc.  There’s no reason to be complicated and keep people 
guessing why they kept your card in the first place. 
 
So, get those cards printed or print them yourself (computer + 
printer =  no problem).  We all have our collections of cards.  
Shouldn’ t your business card be in the bunch? 



 

—  John Yeager 
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The Excitement Builds! 
 
Only two months stand between us and the 2007 
Western Days Spectacular! Contact Roger Leydecker, 
LaVonne Johnson, or Charlie Smith for more 
information about participating. You don' t want to miss 
it! 
 
Next week is our world famous Irish Stew Cook-Off under the direction of 
Kathleen Patton 497-7007 and Brenda Kline 207-5624. There still 
may be time to enter and who knows, you may get the pot of gold at 
the end of the rainbow. 
 
Thanks to Paradise Villa Senior Residences in the Pauma Valley Country 
Club owned by Susana Gertz for hosting last months'  Sundowner. It is a 
beautiful setting for our seniors to live. 
 
For all you ever need to know about Valley Center and the Chamber, go to 
our website www.vcchamber.com. Verle Yoder has done a fantastic job of 
keeping the site up to date and has made changes that make the site a useful 
tool for VC info. You can also read the News and Views newsletter online! 
Now you don' t have to miss a single issue if you are out of town. 
 
Lastly, you may have seen the articles in the Roadrunner by Carol 
Mohrbacher, the Chamber' s Board of Directors Secretary who is undergoing 
treatment for cancer. Please keep Carol and in your thoughts and prayers for 
a speedy recovery. 
 
SEE YOU ON THURSDAY THE 15th! 
 
John Yeager 
760-749-8931 
john@yordycap.com 

Valley Center  
Chamber of Commerce 

2007  Board of Directors 
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PRESIDENT  
John Yeager  

Mortgage Consultant 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Ver le Yoder  

Realty Executives 
 

SECRETARY 
Carol Mohrbacher  

Patrons of Special Care for Special 
Seniors Foundation, Fdn. 

 
TREASURER 
Bob Payne 

GM Mortgage 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Tom Bumgardner  

Sherry' s for Hair Design 
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Carol Timm 
Platinum Security Services 

 
Keith DeTellem 

Wallace Lumber /Ace Hardware 
 

John Smylie 
John Smylie & Associates Law Offices 

 
Bill Lewis 

Netzel Associates, Inc. 
 

Roger  Leydecker  
Harrah' s Rincon Casino & Resort 

 
Joe Johnson 

ArmorFab Custom Cycles 
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Brenda K line ± Chair 

Lavonne Johnson ± Vice Chair 

Tiffany Lopez ± Scribe 

Keith Detellum 

Jana L imon 

Jennifer  Lavine 

Nicky Lovejoy 

Mary Burdick 

L isa Aacharais 

Donna Jorgensen 

2007 Membership Renewal 
 
If you were on the 2006 Membership Roster your renewal is due. Official 
reminder notices have been sent out. If you have already paid, thank you!  
If you misplaced or forgot, please call the office to make payment 
arrangement or email info@vcchamber.com for more information. 
 
We look forward to your continued support by renewing your dues. Members 
that joined during the year will also receive a notice for dues, although you 
paid for a full year when you joined. The amount due will be pro-rated by the 
month you joined, thereby extending your membership through the end of 
2007. 
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Organizing has begun for the 2007 Western Days. Call 
the Chamber office, or the Western Days Chairman 
Roger  Leydecker  at (760) 751-3100 to see how you can 
participate. 
 
Valley Center Western Day Parade Entry Forms are 
now available on our website www.VCChamber.com. 
The parade date is May 26.  
There are two forms, Non-Equestrian and Equestrian.  
The entry deadline is April 30.  
Pre-Parade Judging: 9:00 a.m.  
Parade starts at 10:00 a.m.  
Trophies awarded 1:30 p.m. at the Community Hall 
 
Bus Tour  of Histor ic Valley Center  
Most of our members live and work in Valley Center... 
but how well do we really know the town, one of the 
oldest and most historically significant in San Diego 
County. On Saturday, April 28, the Valley Center  
Histor ical Society will offer a rare opportunity to view 
dozens of sites not generally known to the public when 
it conducts a bus tour of historic Valley Center.  
This will be the first time in five years that such a tour 
has been offered, and only the fourth such tour in 25 
years. From a large comfortable coach, local historians 
will point out the homes of celebrities, the ranches that 
produced the foals of famous thoroughbreds, the place 
where the famous Grizzly Bear was captured, one of the 
world©s oldest flying fields, the homestead where Valley 
Center began, the secret manor house favored by Prince 
Edward VII, and sites where famous Hollywood movies 
were filmed.  
Advance purchase tickets for the 2-hour bus tour are 
available at $20 per person at the Valley Center  
History Museum which will benefit from the event. 
There will be three departures: 9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 2 
p.m. All tours depart from a site near Valley View 
Casino. If available on the day of the event, tickets will 
be $25.  To order tickets stop by the museum at 29200 
Cole Grade Road or call for a ticket order form at 749-
2993.  
 
Owners of small and home businesses are invited to 
attend the Professional Refer ral Organization, where 
business owners network to expand their business by 
exchanging referrals among members. Every Tuesday 
morning 8 ± 9 a.m. Call Verle Yoder at 751-7083. 
 
Get Exposed! Get free business advertising right here! 
Send us your news briefs and updates. Hire a new 
employee? New products? Please send them to 
newsletter@vccchamber.com 
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Introducing SDG& E’s  
Energy Saver  Bonus Program 

 
On February 1, SDG&E® kicked off a new program to 
help you save energy and take greater control of your 
energy costs this year. 
 
The Energy Saver Bonus offers a special one-time cash 
bonus to qualifying businesses that save energy year-
round, and during critical times this summer, by 
participating in both an Energy Efficiency AND 
Demand Response program for smaller businesses from 
February 1, 2007 to June 30, 2007. 
 
Year-Round Savings (Energy Efficiency) 
Small Business Super Saver has cash rebates for small 
business customers instal l ing energy-efficient 
equipment. In many cases, customers may qualify for 
equipment upgrades at no cost. 
 
Two Summer Savings Programs to Choose From 
(Demand Response) 
The Peak Day Credit program has been improved so 
it' s easier to qualify for bill credits during hot summer 
days. Now, all you need is a minimum of 10% energy 
reduction when requested, and you will receive a bill 
credit equal to what you save (up to 20%).  
 
OR: 
 
The Summer Saver program provides an annual bill 
credit when you agree to have your central air 
conditioning unit cycled off and on for a few hours on 
select summer days. The annual credit varies based on 
the size and number of air units at your business. 
 
Don' t pass up this cash incentive. Call your contractor 
today to find out how you can qualify.  
Visit www.sdge.com/energysaverbonus for more 
information or call 1-800-644-6133.  
 
Helping your business save energy is one of the ways 
SDG&E is developing energy solutions to help the 
region.  
 
 



Business Powers Of Attorney 

John Smylie ± Attorney at Law 
 

               Do you have a power of attorney naming your spouse 
to act on your behalf? If you are a widow or widower, do you 
have a child named as business powers of attorney to act on your 
behalf? What is the date on the power of attorney? Has anyone 
tried to use it? The Business Power of Attorney is common in 
many circumstances. People go overseas and need their spouse 
to act on their behalf. Spouses, widows and widowers may 
become temporarily disabled. They need their children or other 
relative to act in their stead. The General Business Power of 
Attorney may be needed for transferring assets into a trust, 
obtaining a loan, selling a home or refinancing a home.  
               The General Power of Attorney can be limited in scope 
and time. For instance a Springing Power of Attorney will only 
go into effect upon the incapacity of the principal. This protects 
the principal from fraudulent acts by the person named as power 
of attorney, except when the power is needed. 
               If you are depending on the power of attorney for 
business affairs, you should have the power of attorney 
customized for your needs. Identify the financial institution and 
the account number on the power of attorney. It is even better if 
both parties can sign the power of attorney in the financial 
institution' s office. Many financial institutions have their own 
power of attorney form. Again, both parties must be present in 
the financial institution. The parties do not have to be present at 
the same time, if you are using the bank or stock broker' s power 
of attorney form.  
               The Homeland Security Act has created a problem for 
the business durable power of attorney. Financial institutions 
often (nearly always) refuse to accept the general power of 
attorney as authorized under the California Probate Code 
Sections 4120 and subsequent sections. They will insist that both 
parties be present to sign the power of attorney. If both parties 
can be present there is no need for the power of attorney. The 
principal is either out of town or in the hospital at that point in 
time. The California Power of Attorney statute does have teeth 
and can be enforced with a court order. Having to file a petition 
to enforce the power of attorney defeats the purpose to a large 
extent. I have been successful in a number of cases by preparing 
an opinion letter. I remind the reluctant agency they will pay 
attorney' s fees if I have to file a petition with the court. The 
agency will submit the opinion letter to their legal department 
which will normally approve the power of attorney.  
 

Call John Smylie at 727-4248 or visit www.SmylieLaw.com 

9th Annual Jaguar  Auction 
 
Dear Fellow Chamber Members, 
If you don©t already know, Valley Center High school is having their 
9th Annual Jaguar Auction on March 24, 2007. This is one of the 
best-attended events in Valley Center and may be a terrific place for 
you to get some advertising.  
 
I am looking for donations for the auction.  
Some popular items and gifts are: 
· Something related to your business 
· Sports memorabilia 
· A new item of yours (jewelry, barbeque, etc.)  
· Tickets to sporting events or concerts  
· Overnight stays at hotels 
· Spa days 
· Time-shares 
· Anything that is unique (parasailing, surf  lessons, sailing etc.)  
· Or Cash!!! 
 
Your business will get free advertising at a well-attended local event 
and your donation is tax deductible. The tickets to the event are $10 
with $8 going to the students. My son is on the tennis and the cross-
country team and would love to sell you some tickets. If you 
would like tickets to this event or would like to make a donation 
please contact me at 638-2088. Donations are due by March 14. 
 
Thank you so much for your generous contribution! 
 
Lisa Klise  
Arbonne Skin Care 
Chamber Member 

Email: verle@sterlinghost.net                P.O. Box 1527 
Web:   www.sterlinghost.net                 Valley Center, CA 92082 

Verle Yoder 
Office: (760) 751-7083 
Cell: (760) 522-7548 

Website Design ·  Hosting ·  Internet Marketing ·  Site Maintenance 

Conquer The Internet Jungle 
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Help us maximize your Sundowner  experience and 
effectiveness by taking our survey. You can fax in this page, 
call us with your answers/input, or log-on our website and fill 
out online. 
 
Survey Questions 
 
1.  How many Sundowners have you attended in the past 

year? 
 __ None 
 __ 1 to 3 
 __ 3 + 
 

2.  Would you attend more Sundowners if… 
      (Check all that apply) 

 __  there was an interesting presentation pertaining to   
            business issues 

 __  you were personally greeted and felt comfortable   
            networking with others 

 __  you had the opportunity to promote your business 
       __ alcohol was served 
       __ better or more food 
       __ starting time was later 
       __ starting time was earlier 
        
3.  On a scale of 1 to 5 (5 being the most), how do you rate 

the professionalism of the meetings? 
 ___ 
 

4.  If you haven' t attended a Sundowner within the past 12 
months, what could we do to motivate you to attend? 

     ____________________________________________ 
     ____________________________________________ 
     ____________________________________________ 
 

You may fill out this form online at  
www.vcchamber.com/survey 

or Phone 749-8472 or Fax results to 760-8483 
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Valley Center  Western Days 2007 
May 25, 26 & 27, 2007 

 

Vendors it' s already time to submit your applications! 
Festival will open Friday May 25, 2007 for the Honorary 
Mayors Race & Dance, and for the Carnival. Saturday May 26 
is the Festival. Sunday May 27, 2007 is Family Day.  
Festival booths may stay open after 5 PM during evening 
entertainment. 
 
Please go to www.vcchamber .com to download the 
Application form and Terms &  Conditions documents.  
Or  email lavonnejohnson@armor fabr ication.com for  more 
information. 
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New Century Title / Land Amer ica 
Sande Duncan, Title Representative 
144 S. Escondido Blvd, Escondido, CA 92025 
(760) 233-0800 
New Century Title Company offices and representatives can 
coordinate and provide a wide variety of services to facilitate the 
efficient closing of a residential or commercial transaction. From 
issuing title commitments, endorsements and policies,
underwriting and special programs to recording - we have it all.  
 
Spanky’s Por table Services 
Joanne Griffin, Special Events Manager 
1925 Palomar Oaks Way, Ste 204, Carlsbad, CA 92008 
(760) 476-0466 x204 
Since 1994, Spanky’s Portable Services has been providing the 
highest quality portable sanitation and restroom services in San 
Diego and South Riverside Counties.  Serving commercial, 
industrial, residential, and special events customers, Spanky’s is 
equipped to provide every type of portable sanitation product, 
whether for a black tie event or a construction site. 
 
Valley Center  Optimist Club 
P.O. Box 556, Valley Center, CA 92082 
(760) 749-4295 
Contact Charles Rayhawk 
Optimist International is recognized worldwide as the premier 
volunteer organization that values all children and helps them to 
develop to their full potential. By providing hope and positive 
vision, Optimists bring out the best in kids. Meetings every 
Wednesday, 7:30pm at the Valley Center Community Hall. 
 
California State University San Marcos 
Jan Jackson, Dean of Extended Studies 
333 S. Twin Oaks Valley Road, San Marcos, CA 92096 
(760) 750-8708 
Regional, comprehensive state university offering under-
graduate and masters degrees, teaching credentials, joint 
doctorate in education, business education and training, 
professional development and continuing education programs. 
 
Glaser  &  Bailey Awards, Inc. 
Skip Glaser, Owner 
2015 S. Escondido Blvd., Escondido, CA 92025 
(760) 743-5551 
Glaser & Bailey Awards is a premier San Diego trophy and 
awards dealer, located in Escondido, California. We specialize 
in corporate awards and plaques, sports trophies and medals, 
engraved gifts, sports memorabilia display cases, custom jewelry 
engraving, and cast bronze and stone plaques and memorials. 
 
K.T. Transpor tation 
Kathren Woodhouse, Owner 
P.O. Box 574, Valley Center, CA 92082 
(760) 751-3915 
Horse transportation  
 
Past members please contact newsletter@vcchamber.com if 
you wish to have your business listed here… for free! 



February Sundowner 2007  

Sue Gertz, Owner with care provider Meg Bala 

Paradise Villas Senior Residences  
 

Paradise Villas Senior Residences is a residential care facility 
for the elderly for 12 years now and is located inside Pauma 
Valley Golf & Country Club. We are pleased to let you 
know that we are opening another home, Paradise Villas II 
which is next door to Paradise Villas I ± a housing 
arrangement for residents between the ages of 60 and 
above who needs varying levels of care and supervision. 
Any younger resident is also accepted but must have needs 
compatible with other residents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At Paradise Villas we can proudly say that we have 
maintained the highest quality of care and resident©s 
satisfaction is our primary goal and concern. We know that 
if our residents are well-cared for, we are promoting their 
quality of life and their families feel happy and secured for 
their loved ones. 
 
We have a dedicated staff who always strives to provide 
excellent care and do their very best everyday. We strongly 
believe in giving resident choices and their independence 
and focus on every resident©s individual needs and meet 
them appropriately. We celebrate important events of their 
life, sing and dance with them, as well as do interesting and 
stimulating activities especially arts and crafts that will 
enhance their creativity. We serve nutritious and 
delicious meals that cater to their taste and palate. 
 
Sue Gertz is the owner and administrator who has worked 
with the elderly for several years. To her, respect and 
dignity for the elderly is of top most importance so she is 
careful with the staff being hired to work for Paradise Villas. 
They have to possess special values and qualities in order for 
them to do their job very well. Together with her staff, she 
works closely with the residents and family members. 
 
Meg Bala who is the facility administrator and care 
provider runs the facility for 2 (two) years now. Susanne 
Ward of Pauma Valley who had her mother moved here at 
Paradise Villa describes Meg in her letter as, ªA rare 
individual who looks at the elderly and sees that life spark 
inside each person and daily she works to awaken and 

connect with each resident as a unique human being giving 
values and creating a loving environment. She knows the 
importance of mental and physical stimulation and 
maintains the dignity of each person. I'm lucky my mother 
was able to benefit from Meg's loving and well-organized 
careº. 
 
We welcome our community to come and visit us at 15316 
Pauma Valley Drive, Pauma Valley. Please ask for Sue or 



Past Sundowners 

November ‘06 ±  Old Town Shopping Center ± Desert Rose  

October ‘06 ±  Valley Center Floral & Gifts  

December ‘06 ±  Valley Center Roadrunner  

Go to www.VCChamber.com to view more fun photos of 
past Sundowner Chamber Mixers.  
Also check out the schedule for upcoming networking 
opportunities.  
Is your company info correct and up to date on our 
website? Send changes to webmaster@vcchamber.com 
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Valley Center  Floral &  Gifts 
 

Since March 2006, sisters Gayle Higby and Kay 
Fenton have been owners of Valley Center Floral and 
Gifts. Our lead designer, Brooke Clay, remained with 
the shop to continue the exceptional standards of floral 
design and customer service.  
 
We want to introduce to you the services we offer at 
Valley Center Floral and Gifts. We are a locally 
owned full service florist shop and participating 
members of FTD, Teleflora, and 1-800-Flowers wire 
services. Our business delivers balloons, gourmet gift 
baskets, plants, planted dish gardens or baskets and 
floral designs for all occasions.  
 
In our floral designs, we specialize in using locally 
grown florals direct from the farms. Our designer has 
years of experience in the floral industry providing 
exceptional products for the home, office, business, 
restaurants, funerals, and weddings.  
 
Customizing any request is important to us, even if it 
is a miniature wreath for your grandson©s deceased 
hamster! Some of our quality gifts include 
Archipelago Botanicals candles and body products, 
Naked Bee body products, Sweet Shop chocolate 
truffles, Red Carpet designs wind chimes and spinners, 
gift cards, and stuffed, cuddly toys.  
 
Flowers are so significant that they are included in 
every special occasion in our lives. They reflect and 
evoke many of our deepest emotions. Their fragrance, 
delicate simplicity, lively colors, and stunning beauty 
gracefully transform space and people. Flowers 
capture the imagination, embrace the heart,, and 
engrave a lasting impression. Imagine life without 
flowers!  
 
Please stop by 28630 Valley Center Rd, Suite 4 or visit 
our website at www.valleycenterfloralandgifts.net 


